
Mary Cheshire nomination 

Supporting information from Jon Balaam, The Greensand Trust: 

 

Hi Sarah, 

 

I would certainly support the nomination – my colleague Gary (who will keep this to himself as per 

your email) and I were proud to accompany Mary to the ‘Cheering Volunteering’ awards earlier this 

year.  I can do no better than refer you to Gary’s words he wrote for that nomination put forward by 

Cllr Morris: 

 

“I could think of no one more appropriate for such recognition, Mary walks the riverbank at least 

once a week (however it can be up to 2-3 times) with her little dog Scamp as companion and collects 

anything she finds in a trolley that she brings along. Unfortunately most Mondays the trolley is full to 

capacity.  

She is also a good ambassador for explaining to the public what we are doing with regards 

conservation activities in and alongside the river and has been known to calm tense situations with 

regards tree clearance and dealing with anti-social behaviour in the area.  

She takes pride in looking after the riverbank and has always said that she feels as though “the 

riverbank is an extension to her garden” in the way she looks after it. As I have always maintained 

without the likes of Mary my job would be so much more difficult and the river and surrounding area 

would be all the poorer without her assistance.” 

 

Gary, being a polite chap, hasn’t mentioned Mary’s age – but I believe she’s in her late 70s and still 

gets out, often regardless of the weather.  Mary would say it helps keep her physically and mentally 

active.   

 

I think the other thing to mention is how modest and unassuming Mary is – but when she was 

nominated for the special award (unfortunately she didn’t win but was in the top 3) at Cheering 

Volunteering even Mary struggles to hide how pleased she was! 

 

I’m sure if you need anything else Gary would be happy to help.   

 

Best wishes 

 

Jon 

 


